
"For I was hungry and you 
gave me something to eat, I 
was thirsty and you gave me 
something to drink, I was a 
stranger and you invited me 
in." Matthew 25:35 

 

 
 

Welcome to the first newsletter informing you of what is happening at 
the Community Larder. 

One of the things I and many others have been challenged by (both 
before and after lockdown) is the increasing poverty in our society, 
particularly affecting children.  

Statistics for 2018-2019 show that there were 4,200,000 children 
living in poverty in the UK. That’s 30% of children. Or to put it another 
way, that 9 children out of a class of 30. 

Since lockdown that number has worsened. It also doesn’t take into 
account families with children who are 
young adults, or those with no children, 
but still struggling. Each day the number 
of unemployed is increasing. 

I was excited, and a little nervous, about 
taking on responsibility for the 
establishment of a community larder (CL). 
Yet, I believe in many ways God has been 

preparing me for this for a long time. 

I know that a CL is ‘papering over the cracks’; that we live in an unjust 
society, where those in need struggle, made worse by those who work 
yet receive inadequate wages for their efforts. 

We have signed an agreement with an organisation called FareShare, 
who redistribute surplus food to charities. FareShare works with more 
than 500 companies across the supply chain – from farmers to 
hauliers, hospitality chains to supermarkets, and big brands to small, 

independent producers.  

Our band of intrepid volunteers held 
an initial Zoom meeting. John, as team 
leader, has dealt with the paper work 
and overall organisation. 

We have contacted a number of local 
schools, most of who have e-mailed 
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our flyer (wonderfully designed by Jenny Lewry!) out to parents. 

We open on Tuesday mornings and so far have have held two sessions. 
The idea is that people contact us either by e-mail or phone to book a 
time slot (to enable social distancing). They do not need to be referred 
by anyone. So far, we have served 4 families in the first week and 8 in 
the second week. It has been a humbling experience as they tell us 
something of their stories. 

If you know anyone who would benfit from a visit to the larder please 
get them to use either the e-mail or phone number, or if they are too 
embarassed pass their name and number/e-mail to me via the CL 
links. 

  

As we move further into the Covid-19 crisis we need prayer – 

• That people feel able to contact us for support 
• Thank God for His provision – the generosity of many church 

members 
• That volunteers stay healthy 
• To prayerfully explore other ways we can serve our community 

   

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for reading 

John Payne  

Team Leader TWBC Community Larder 

July 2020 

Part of the team 

Points for Prayer 
and the future 

Figure 3 part of the Community Larder Team 

Contact: 

communitylarder@twbc.org.uk 

or 

07429487776 


